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Between Yesterday & Today Initiative was launched by the Syrians for Heritage Association 
— SIMAT and the Idleb Antiquities Center to invite all people who are interested in the Syrian 
cultural heritage to send their old photos for the ruins and antiquities of the Ancient Villages 
of Northern Syria and then SIMAT team will take the same shots to capture the current 
condition of the sites’ and the changes that have occurred. 


This Initiative was launched online on SIMAT website and social media channels. 


SIMAT - Syrians for Heritage Association 
© September 2020 - www.syriansforheritage.org 
All rights reserved. 
This PDF document may be freely reviewed, abstracted, in part or in whole, but not for sale or for 
use in conjunction with commercial purposes. 


Cover Photos 
Abdulslam Alhamo 


Elizabeth Angela Vanegas 


Between Yesterday & Today pslo om ou 


poallo umo cu 


æäloll 89 Jäu Qol UT Se ge Osleull (leu) GlUl doi Ge osssu duuuge WA 851 
de sgàll Buluïs Lols Cle Gas dise Jloë & dl AS Jus à de SV Goal GY Gall 
elnall Gilets Logess dll Glerull Jus de lle Gb Cul Gixaxl 

sole Lise doi Ge leplæ of Loge G ogoräll lou SLUL quoigtl guoz 5 Ge 8 oies 
Lèl QI Lai Gags LS Lailleso lyisoaf jlilo Lnèle (34595 Le (mo dazu dAgti däbitl oi 
Gogil SU Bjgeo 33e à ASLALL Guergall do,all ellels VI AI dälit Glésioall Got 
dass Jolail sels ob 


Lou LS à de NI çà 


gibôilæe Ga Ligue LE Ji G 8 ut D VI aëlotl 5e degame Le dl ASUL ds VI al 
65 De9 Sal all GyAls JV GA Go lanxis ls 28e 780 Ge Lasus 5 Gill Cols Lib 
GA je re ao Lélell GA à LS pag sol Gel GA dla me laut) 221,5 
Var SI SES] es Las dut) dicl Ji Clone ds lost Lgblek Aux Dax) dl à 50 
BASLa Il ds VI aôlotl 8,893 ojcou) 2011 ple À Kuigil Cite SU LEE Le d NI G,UI où 
dusliitul deuë CIS dus so &Slgs as) do just NA Je Lye QUE el dih5;uulo du5les II Sal 
ol de Lb559 dsl GI Jlhsru deuil GI pds pour Cul «8 il Carat blall à 
Oil del; élas 96 De Glirul pdsé pAñi Ca «xôloll 

DR del ALU G ds SV G,AUI g game de Clæome GLE Le dejge di 5 d,8 Gus it e5 
ae $ «le dhiles G dlæou dunl AURAI ALU G lgie Clone M ad5 ble 5 zâlos 
bèlno ja dla Jap de Gyails Doi QI «ssl dé ARS Juil se dll duel à 
do] 

De pi Gôlies QuiliS sf dus lee Ge dénulls ul GUL Ge ausll pui ds NI GI où 
de Loge So (Al où) dés) SAN BL miss ii lonèg diogos Glele>s ob Gbl;s 
à, VI Lay Li hipul sarl & demvutl dl QI dôles I d ysblrei Coll élu Ge JAI 
de agité déles y doll & disbyl Sloguäuls LB oballo dog Slaul Le Jai Cul 


SSD gt Cu) AI de OS OBS) ge 


3 September 2020 


Between Yesterday & Today pole ua ou 


Between Yesterday and Today 


An initiative launched by Syrians for Heritage Association (SIMAT) in cooperation 
with the Idlib Antiquities Center to convey the current reality of the Ancient Villages 
of Northern Syria within Aleppo and Ildiib governorates and shed the light on the 
changes occurred in this region over the last years, especially the years of conflict. 
This initiative is an open call to all those interested in heritage, whether residing in 
Syria or abroad in order to share with us the past of this important region and work 
together to document its present and shed the light on its authenticity and highlight 
its aesthetics. lt also aims to enrich the photographic content of the Ancient Villages 
of Northern Syria region and give the opportunity for those interested to participate 
in enhancing the image of the tangible Syrian heritage and reconnect with it. 


The Ancient Villages of Northern Syria 


The Ancient Villages in the Limestone Massif are a group of archaeological sites 
located in the North-Western Syria, which are spread over the governorates of Aleppo 
and ldlib, and include more than 780 sites. These archeological ancient villages were 
built between the 1st to 7th centuries AD, and then faced a decline in population since 
the beginning of the 8th century AD and by the 10th century A.D they became almost 
empty. They were most distinguished by the preserved architectural features and 
surrounding agricultural ancient field system. 

The cultural extension of some of these sites was included on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List in 2011 due to its richness of many archaeological sites dating back to 
the Roman and Byzantine periods because they provide through their numerous 
architectural ruins the outstanding value ofthe Eastern Christian world and they helped 
in understanding the classical methods of using agricultural lands and they show the 
exceptional way of the development of a rich agricultural culture that once existed. 
Forty ancient villages of the total sites are distributed over eight complexes/parks and 
were designated as a World Heritage Site, three of which are located in the Northern 
chain of Mount Simeon in Aleppo Governorate, while the remaining five are located in 
the other mountains to the South and West of Mount Simeon within Idlib Governorate. 
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